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by Jeff Lanza

The Eugene Tree Foundation celebrated its 
tenth anniversary last month, so it was fitting 
that during the past winter our organization 
also completed ten tree planting projects that 
resulted in 259 new trees in our community! This 
accomplishment helps fulfill one of the stated 
goals of our three-year strategic plan that calls for 
“increasing tree canopy within our urban forest 
through expansion in the number and type of tree 
planting projects per year”. As is the case each 
planting season, this effort would not have been 
possible without the generous assistance of the 
City of Eugene’s Urban Forestry Department and 
its NeighborWoods program. 

This year we planned and conducted a vari-
ety of tree planting projects that were carried 
out with the help of many community-minded 
individuals and sev-
eral different volunteer 
groups. These proj-
ects included: much 
needed streetside trees 
along a couple of very 
busy arterial streets; a 
streamside and open 
space planting project 
in West Eugene with 
the City of Eugene 
Stream Team; the sec-
ond year of the Cam-
pus Re-Leaf program 
adjacent to the Univer-
sity of Oregon campus; 
and a continued effort to reduce the backlog of 
replacement and “infill” trees throughout the city. 
The planting season culminated with our popular 
Trees-for-Concrete program at an Arbor Day cel-
ebration in midtown Eugene.  

Many thanks go to Claudette McWilliams and 
her Webelos Scouts of Pack 24, Den 3 for their 
help this year on the multi-phased Harlow Road 
project that took place in January. Helping plant 

trees along the A3 Channel and Roosevelt Boule-
vard project were students from the nearby Kala-
puya High School and neighbors from the Bethel 
area. For the Arbor Day event in April, food and 
event logistics were provided by the Mac’s Club 
and Bob Dougherty of the Veterans Memorial 
Association. This event was staged on the front 
lawn of the Veterans Building and included  
working with a number of adjacent businesses  
in the area. 

The ten projects we completed this year were:

•Harlow Road—Phase III (between Randall 
Street and Tomahawk Lane)—28 streetside trees. 

• A3 Channel and Roosevelt Boulevard (near 
North Terry Street in West Eugene)—70 stream-
side and 30 streetside trees, all of which are native 

to our region. 

• Hilyard Street 
(between East 14th 
Avenue and East 
18th Avenue)—23 
streetside trees planted 
along this busy arterial 
street that was recently 
repaved.  

• Campus Re-Leaf 
(East 19th Avenue 
and Emerald Street 
Area)—29 streetside 
trees planted as part of 
a multi-year program.

• Arbor Day at Midtown (16th Avenue 
between Oak and Olive Streets)—22 streetside 
trees planted with help from the Lane County 
Chapter of the Oregon Landscape Contractors 
Association.

• Replacement/infill (various locations 
throughout Eugene)—57 streetside trees planted 
in five separate projects.
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Tree Plantings Usher in Tenth Anniversary

Volunteers take turns digging and preparing a hole for planting  
at the Harlow Road project.
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More photos on page 3.



Happy Anniversary! Finally, after 
talking about it for a few months, we 
passed the symbolic date of our 10th 
Anniversary last June. I can’t help 
thinking about the next ten years and 
what they are going to bring. By then, 
if we are successful, the Board will have 
accomplished its five major goals set in 
the fall of 2005. 

By building community, increas-
ing tree canopy, fostering stewardship 
of the urban forest, advocating to 
make the urban treescape a priority, 
and strengthening our organizational 

capacity and continuity, we should in 
the future be even better known as a 
leading organization in this town. 

My experience with ETF for the last 
five years has been exciting, although I 
realize now that the Advocacy part of 
our organization is the hardest. A pas-
sion for trees just isn’t enough; it also 
requires wit, constant information on 
tree-related issues, understanding of 
the tree ordinance, and the will to act 
boldly and quickly. Those qualities are 
not easy to find in people, especially 
within a volunteer-based group, but I 
found last week that there is a way to 
give a voice to you! 

During the KLCC Garden Tour, 
someone came to us at the ETF booth 
and began to talk passionately about 

some tree-related issues she has wit-
nessed in the city. She clearly needed 
to talk to someone about her frustra-
tions and we were the recipient. That’s 
when the idea popped into my head 
and I told her that she could submit 
an article or an opinion piece to our 
Newsletter relating her story. This 
could help foster better communication 
among you—our members and support-
ers—and allow you to voice your inter-
ests, frustrations, and ideas regarding 
our urban forest. This is, after all, your 
Newsletter! 

Enjoy the summer!
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Alby Thoumsin, President

President’s 
Column

 Most of the projects that Eugene 
Tree Foundation works on in our com-
munity are accomplished with the help 
of City of Eugene staff and resources, 
whether we’re planting new streetside 
trees in a neighborhood or advocating 
for increased tree protection during 
construction and development. This 
amicable partnership has existed for as 
long as ETF has been around—which 
is more than ten years now—and ben-
efits all of us in myriad ways.

During the planning for a tree 
planting, for example, ETF volunteers 
contact adjacent property owners to 
apprise them of the upcoming project.  
Property owners tend to respond more 
favorably to ideas coming from a small 
community group than they would if 
those same ideas were proposed by The 
City—a huge organization that for some 
people can be somewhat imposing.

ETF workers also call in the “util-
ity locates” to ensure that our shovels 
don’t hit underground irrigation lines 
or electrical conduits on planting day, 
and we advertise the planting so that 
help will be available to get the trees in 
the ground.

But it’s the City of Eugene that 
provides the trees through the Neigh-

borWoods program and pro-
vides the shovels and gloves 
and porta-potty and so much 
more when planting day finally 
arrives. And in ETF’s Trees-for-
Concrete projects, City crews 
provide the machinery and 
staff to do the heavy work that 
would be impossible—or inor-
dinately expensive—for our 
little non-profit group to do on 
its own.

By working together, City 
of Eugene staff and ETF volun-
teers accomplish much more than if 
we were working alone on the same 
projects. Each organization does what 
it does best and draws on the resources 
available to it—people, money, equip-
ment—that will get the job done in 
the most efficient manner.

Working side by side with City staff, 
ETF volunteers learn about the jobs 
that staff do and find out that they are 
just as devoted as we are to trees and 
to making our community a more liv-
able place. Friendships develop that 
persist long after a particular project 
is finished. The more we learn about 
“them,” the more likely we are to sup-
port “their” programs by providing tes-
timony, for example, during a Budget 

Committee meeting. And the more 
they get to know us, the more likely 
they are to respond positively to our 
occasional requests for assistance.

Isn’t this the way that all com-
munities should work? After all, a 
community is by definition “the people 
with common interests living in a par-
ticular area.” These days, many people 
refer to large public organizations and 
private corporations as “they,” which 
makes those entities seem distant and 
intractable. But once we realize that 
we’re all part of the same community 
and begin to use the pronoun “we” 
instead of “they,” it makes working 
together and accomplishing great 
things so much easier!

Building Community by Working Together
by Whitey Lueck

Tree planting volunteers at a recent Campus Re-Leaf project near 
the University of Oregon.
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Greg Ahlijian
Ed Anderson
Fred & Sandra Austin
Ann Bettman
Keiko Bryan
Erik & Jessyca Burke
Anne Burrowes
Hal Busby
Judy Collins
Michael and Kate Coughlin
Matt Denberg
Joy Dresie
Kathleen Dugan
Greg Edblom
Bill Evans
Nancy Flesch 
Marion Forgatch
The Noble and Lorraine 
    Hancock Family Fund
Terri Harding
Richard Heinzkill
Mike and Deanna Hochstein
Kay Holbo
John Hogan
Corinne Hunt
Joan Kelley
Alison & David Klute
Helen Liguori
Sue Chung Liu
Jack Meacham
Vicki Morgan
Gerald Morsello
Jeff Muhr
Erik & Ann Muller
Nearby Nature
Chris Orsinger
Marriner Orum
Mark Peeters
Suzanne Peterson
Bill & Margaret Prentice
Hugh Prichard
Virginia Prouty
Steve & Colette Richardson
Pete & Edie Roberts
Margaret Robertson
Jennifer Salvatore
Barbara Schomaker
Harold Schyberg
Jane and Jerry Smith
Randy Smith
Nathaniel Sperry Tree Care
Milton Takei
Bill and Marjorie Tracy
Jack and Anne Turner
Pat Vallerand
Louise Wade
Tom & Dale Wall
Margaret Wiese
Doris R. Wimber
Sue Wolling
Charles & Leslie Wright

Thank you,
ETF Donors!

2007 Planting Season 
Completed

Counterclockwise from left, Jeff Lanza, ETF Planting Chair 
and Mark Snyder, Urban Forester (with cap) worked together, 
as they have in many other plantings, in a steady drizzle at the 
Arbor Day project on 16th Avenue; extra digging was required 
to unearth this surprise find; clear skies welcomed tree planters 
at the A3 Channel and Roosevelt Blvd. project where a total of 
100 trees were planted. 

Counterclockwise from above, volunteers 
pose with a newly planted tree on the bank 
of A3 Channel in west Eugene; Mark 
Snyder, City of Eugene Urban Forester, 
explaining the fine points of how to plant 
a tree to volunteers at the Harlow Road 
Planting; concrete was removed with help 
from the City of Eugene before volunteers 
planted 22 trees on East 16th Avenue 
between Oak and Olive Streets.
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A big ETF thank-you to volunteers 
and board members who staffed the 
Eugene Tree Foundation booth at two 
recent and popular community events. 
Rain may have dampened a few pam-
phlets but not the spirits of Eugeneans 
who attended Friends of Mt. Pisgah’s 
spring Wildflower Festival. At KLCC’s 
June Garden Tour at the mid-south end 
of Eugene, ETF again met a friendly, 
enthusiastic public, this time with the 
added blessing of blue skies, not a drop 
of rain, and a cool, and sometimes vig-
orous wind at our backs. 

ETF’s white booth, with its large 
and beautiful posters of legacy trees 

and colorful tee shirts, attracted a good 
many individuals, both residents and 
visitors to the area, and both young 
and not-quite-as-young. Volunteer staff-
ers answered many questions about tree 
removal, endangered trees, and tree 
identification and responded as well to 
inquiries regarding what trees do well in 
this urban area at the upper (south) end 
of the Willamette Valley. Back issues 
of ETF newsletters motivated many to 
sign up to receive future issues.

“Tabling” is a great way to offer the 
public information about the many 
benefits of our beautiful urban forest. 
Eugene’s lush tree canopy—of both 
broadleafed and coniferous trees—and 
associated greenery provide storm water 

absorption, protection from both sum-
mer sun and winter storms, longer life 
for streets and the paint on our homes 
and commercial buildings (by protect-
ing these surfaces from the harmful 
effects of sunlight), and habitat for 
birds and small animals and beneficial 
insects, including butterflies. ETF’s 
mission is to preserve and enhance this 
legacy, ensuring a healthy environment 
for future generations. 

In addition to thanking our booth 
volunteers—Alby, Connie, JoAn, 
Doris, Jeff, Erik, and Jane—we thank 
KLCC Garden Tour organizers and 
Friends of Mt. Pisgah for enabling com-
munity organizations like ours to be an 
added attraction at their events.  

Thank you, Volunteers!

Another Successful  
ETF Planting Season
Two hundred and fifty-nine trees were planted in the 2007 
planting season! See story on page 1.

Above, tree planters big and small at the Arbor Day 
project at 16th Avenue and Willamette Street. Left, 
students from Kalapuya High School and neighbors 
from the Bethel area plant trees along the A3 Chan-
nel and Roosevelt Boulevard. 

by Jane Renfro Smith


