
This year, ETF passed the magical number 
of one thousand, the number of trees we have  
planted since 1997! Hooray! At the same time, 
the City of Eugene’s NeighborWoods program has 
also been busy planting trees.

The result of these efforts is, of course, more 
trees in Eugene. But to help ensure that the new 
trees will grow up to be healthy, beautiful, and 
safe, they need to be properly pruned while young. 

Based on a similar program in Ithaca, New 
York, ETF and the City of Eugene’s Neighbor-
Woods program have jointly decided to create a 
Tree Stewardship Program. Starting this spring, 
the program will offer basic pruning clinics in 
which we’ll cover tree hazards, common pests and 
disease diagnosis, trees and utilities, general tree 
care, and safety. 
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      ugene will be losing another piece of its 
           unique landscape, and another valued 
           neighborhood asset. Thirty trees— 
           including a grove of approximately one 
dozen Oregon white 
oaks—will be removed 
at the site of the West-
moreland Clinic at 
West 17th Avenue and 
Chambers Street. The 
oaks predate develop-
ment in the area and 
were prominently 
featured in the design 
of the original clinic 
building, constructed 
in the 1970s. 

The current owner 
of the property, Steve 
Graves of Oregon 
West Management, 
will expand the clinic’s 
capacity in order to 
meet the increased need for dental and medical 
office space. The larger building will require addi-
tional parking which, according to Mr. Graves, 
was the main reason that the oak grove—that 
had been so sensitively preserved during the orig-
inal development—would have to be cut.

With support from ETF and the Far West 
Neighborhood Association, Mark Siemens, a 
neighbor to the clinic, appealed the tree removal 
permit issued by the City on March 10, 2005. At 

issue was the applicant’s 
lack of information 
about how the scenic 
and wildlife values 
of the trees, identi-
fied by City of Eugene 
code as important 
considerations, would 
be mitigated by the 
clinic’s new landscap-
ing. Through discus-
sions facilitated by ETF, 
it was determined that 
Mr. Graves would not 
reconsider preserving 
the trees, but would be 
willing to discuss miti-
gating the loss of the 
trees.

An agreement was reached whereby the appeal 
was withdrawn in exchange for Mr. Graves allo-
cating funds, to be held by ETF, for a mitigation 
planting that will in some small way compensate 
for the trees’ removal. 
Continued on page 3

WANTED: Citizen Pruners

Oak Grove to be Cut for Clinic Expansion
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View of Westmoreland Clinic in April of 2005, prior to the cutting of the 
Oregon white oaks.

by Alby Thoumsin

Continued on page 4



President’s Column
In several instances this past year, the concept 

of open space preservation versus new develop-
ment has come to the fore as residents struggle to 
save what they view as irreplaceable components 
of their neighborhoods. In the cases of Madison 
Meadow, the Santa Clara “land swap,” and the 
Dillard Road parcel in southeast Eugene, the 
proposals were for additional housing. The front 
page of this newsletter concerns a commercial re-
development, much smaller than the others, but 
affecting remnant open space nonetheless. 

Central to these discussions is the notion that 
open space inside the Urban Growth Boundary—
while extremely valuable and unrecoverable once 
lost—comes at the expense of greater pressure to 
expand the UGB in order to accommodate the 
construction of facilities the preserved open space 
would prevent. It is feared that this pressure will 
lead to expansion of the UGB and further degra-
dation of our prized and protected rural lands. 

Among governmental efforts to forestall that 
pressure is the City of Eugene Planning Depart-
ment’s Chambers Node Revisited (CNR) project. 
CNR is the latest step in attempts by the City to 
gain traction with the idea of promoting densi-
fication around mixed-use centers. A mixed-use 
center has a relatively high population density, 
supports a variety of commercial enterprises, and 
relies less on the private automobile than is cur-
rently the norm. One of the goals of CNR is the 
adoption of development standards, currently 
being considered by the Planning Commission, 
which encourage denser use of urban lands at 
mixed-use centers across Eugene while preserving 
neighborhood character.  

From what I have seen of the citizen input 
process, neighbors consistently rank trees and 
open space at the top of the list when prioritiz-
ing what aspects of neighborhood character are 
important. There are several reasons for this: it is 
the older established neighborhoods with memo-
rable mature trees that are typically considered to 
have the most “character;” the absence of green-
ery is easily identified in visual preference surveys 
used in the process, as opposed to, say, lot set-
backs or other more technical aspects of develop-
ment; attractive landscapes are one reason people 
choose to live where they do in the first place; 
and, more speculatively, the thought that new 
infill will necessitate the removal of substantial 
numbers of trees or restrict the potential for new 
plantings triggers a defensive response that stems 
not merely from a fear of change, but also the 

latent sense that such development is tantamount 
to abdicating our role as stewards of the land that 
supports us. The character of a neighborhood is 
created not only by physical specifics, but also the 
feeling of having inherited a common resource 
and keeping it for future residents. 

It is this same feeling that plays a key role in 
the desire to preserve and enhance our remaining 
open space. I believe we can indulge that desire 
and still be committed to a meaningful UGB. 
The growth boundary’s effectiveness may be more 
accurately measured by how many contented 
people it contains than by how many housing 
units there are per acre. A moribund city, thick 
with buildings but thin on stewardship, is a sure 
way to pressure the UGB—those who care would 
rather live on the outskirts, or in a nearby town. 

We cannot keep every tree and field and we 
cannot grow without sacrificing some of what we 
hold dear. But we have a range of choices. A flex-
ible and forward-looking land use code, a city-
wide approach to new housing placement, and 
clarification of the goals of tree removal permit 
criteria are some ways to begin to lay out how we 
can continue to enjoy and protect our bounty. 
More importantly, we must recognize the fallacy 
that building out open space is always a necessary 
condition to building a better city. Let us build 
to accommodate future ingenuity and vitality by 
honoring Eugene’s unique mosaic, but not to pay 
false homage to a principle born of the shared 
sense of stewardship which is a city’s most valu-
able resource. 
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Phillip Carroll, President
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Continued on page 4

Limited Quantity of  
ETF Legacy Tree  

T-shirt still available!
$15. Call 284-9854.

Wear a T-shirt. Support ETF. 



Alby’s Timely Tree Tips
Holy water.

Goodness knows how much I have hoped 
for rain this winter! Just when I thought I had 
exhausted all my options, and was ready to do 
“The Dance,” Miss H2O finally showed up and 
gently blessed the Earth. It looks like burning  
my bundle of cedar and smudging with the sage 
really helped!

 Rivers and reservoirs are now a bit closer to 
their normal levels (did you see how low the Wil-
lamette River was in early March?) and snow has 
returned to the Cascades. 

Although rain is part of most springs around 
here, I remember the spring of 1996, when I was 
so tired of the rain, as I was a landscaper then, and 
felt like a Ziploc guy who took off his rain gear 
only when it was time to go home! And here I am 
now, hoping for more precipitation, to make sure 
we’ll have enough water this summer. These two 
extreme situations make me realize how much I’ve 
taken water for granted.

 When I planted trees with ETF volunteers  
at the corner of Franklin and Orchard on a dry 

Saturday in early April, I noticed that the loam 
placed in the new beds by the City crew—after 
the removal of tons of concrete—was completely 
saturated. Mark Snyder, our Urban Forester, 
told me that they had placed the loam during a 
torrential rain when the adjacent street gutters 
looked more like rivers!

It was a good place to plant trees. The future 
canopy will intercept falling rain and slow the 
flow of water down into the gutter. And instead 
of an overheated place to walk by in summer, this 
corner will become more and more shaded over 
time and the canopy will help decrease the evap-
oration of the precious water that accumulated 
during the rainy season. 

On a larger scale, consider the massive poten-
tial for water retention that our entire urban 
forest has, along with its ability to slowly release 
water vapor into the air through transpiration. 
Eventually, that vapor will meet a cold air current 
and condense into rain.

What a great cycle. My tip for you this time? 
Pretty simple: plant trees. 

Until next time.

In concert with staff of the City of Eugene and 
the Far West Neighbors, ETF hopes to create an 
example of what is possible when our communi-
ty’s needs and talent are brought to bear on the 
challenge of preserving our urban forest in the 
context of densification and private interests. 

An additional point of agreement, suggested 
by Mr. Siemens, was that Mr. Graves, John Law-
less (principle of the architecture firm hired by 
Mr. Graves) and Phillip Carroll of ETF, join Mr. 
Siemens in signing a letter detailing the short-
comings of the current city policies and proce-
dures related to tree removal permits. This letter 
was sent to several parties, including Councilor 
Bonny Bettman and Mike McKerrow, author of 

the removal permit decision in the Planning and 
Development Department. 

ETF is satisfied to have had some measure of 
success in raising the issue of what circumstances 
justify the irreversible destruction of our natural 
heritage. Though small, the space occupied by  
the oak grove is a rare enclave of tranquility in 
the heavily developed 18th and Chambers  area. 
We now hope to create, through mitigation 
planting, a similar grove for future generations. 
More importantly, with continued cooperation 
among willing participants such as the City staff 
and interested neighbors involved in this case, 
we can prevent the shortsighted loss of such local 
treasures in the future. ❊

Continued from page 1 White Oak Grove Cut for Clinic Expansion

Alby Thoumsin is a certified arborist and chair of ETF’s education committee.

A Great Big Thank You!
ETF recently received a donation of 
$372.30 from Robert Theiss of Falcon 
Designs, a local furniture maker. Mr. 
Theiss created the Life of a Tree program 
in October of 2004. The program offers a 
10% discount to customers on purchases, of 
which 5% is then donated to organizations 
such as ETF. Falcon Designʼs philosophy 

emphasizes simple elegance and durability. 
It is expected that quality furniture will last 
at least as long as it takes a tree to mature, 
which is a testament to the goal of sustain-
ability. We are grateful to Mr. Theiss for 
helping ETF pursue the preservation of the 
soul of Eugeneʼs urban forest. For more 
information about Falcon Designs, go to 
www.falcon-designs.com. ❈ 

What’s in 
Bloom?

Early May is a good 
time to look for  
one of our area’s 
most spectacular 
flowering trees,  
the paulownia.

This giant relative 
of the snapdragon 
is native to China 
and is now planted 
throughout much of 
the temperate zone. 
Its upright clusters 
of fragrant, violet 

flowers are especially 
showy because they 
appear before the 
large, fuzzy leaves 

come out.
A notable example 

grows in the  
publicly-owned park 

strip at 888 West 
8th Avenue. Others 
can be seen in the 
River Road area.
- Whitely Lueck

e-newsletter
If you are interested 

in receiving an  
electronic version 
of this newsletter, 
please go to our  

website and provide 
us with your e-mail 

address.

❊
ETF monthly  

meetings  
are held at the 
McNail-Riley 

House at 13th and 
Jefferson.  
Please call  
284-9854 

for time and date.

❊



Planting at this site will transform 

the abysmal 1700s block  

of Pearl Street.
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for another  
successful 

planting season!
Here are some photos from the 

Orchard Street and  
Pearl Street projects.

Upon completing the course, volunteers will 
then give a certain number of hours of work back 
to the City before receiving their certificates. 

Tools, such as hand pruners, pole pruners, and 
pole saws, and safety equipment will be provided 
by the City of Eugene during the outdoor training, 
and for the time you spend pruning in whatever 
neighborhood you choose. 

The first three workshops are scheduled 
for May 21st, June 4th, and June 18th, from 
9am to noon.

With volunteer Citizen Pruners, the City will 
save thousands of dollars annually in its tree 
maintenance budget.

If you are interested in becoming a Citizen 
Pruner, please contact Alby at 284-9854 for addi-
tional information about the workshops.

Thank You, Tree Planting Volunteers

Continued from page 1 WANTED: Citizen Pruners

Volunteers pause for a group photo at the Orchard Street planting.

Before, during and after the planting at 
Orchard Street near Franklin Blvd.

Donors continued:
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Sue Wolling

Pam Wooddell


